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February 3, 2006 R ECE,
VIA HAND DELIVERY FER - 3 2008
Ms. Marlene Dortch “adenal Commun
Office of the Secretary f_}ff,?: g;cgﬂﬂgf;mc‘:mmissm?-

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW

Washington, DC 20554

Attn: CGB Room 3-B431

Re:  Petition for Exemption from Closed Captioning Requirements

Dear Ms. Dortch:

Cornerstone Church (Assemblies of God), Inc. (“Petitioner™), by its counsel, hereby
requests an exemption from the closed captioning rules for its program, InFocus on the basis of
undue burden, pursuant to § 79.1(f) of the Commission’s rules. Attached hereto is an affidavit

attesting to the facts set forth below in support of this petition.

Introduction
Petitioner is a non-profit ministry located in Madison, Tennessee. InFocus consists of
segments from Petitioner’s weekly services, edited to fit a 30-minute format, and it airs at 10

a.m. on Sundays in the Nashville, Tennessee market. The purpose of this programming is to

—_— DONALD J. EVANS
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share and spread Petitioner’s fellowship and teachings to the area viewing audience; it contains
no solicitations for financial contributions.
Undue Financial Burden Imposed by Closed Captioning Requirement

To provide closed captioning for InFocus, Petitioner reports that it must spend $275 per
episode, for a total of $14,300, annually.! Attached hereto, as Exhibit A, is Petitioner’s 2005
Annual Report (“Report™), which contains an itemized depiction of Petitioner’s current financial
position. Expenses for programming (TV Ministry) totaled $166,655.92 in 2005; closed
captioning alone accounted for approximately 8.5% of this amount.” Because Petitioner is a non-
profit entity, all income not put toward operating costs or repayment of existing liabilities must
be reinvested into the organization’s mission. Therefore, any funds currently spent on closed
captioning are being diverted away from its outreach, ministry and charitable work. Petitioner
traditionally allocates a significant amount of its revenues for missions, as demonstrated by both
the 2005 total mission expenditures of $1,300,183.92 and the target 2006 mission expenditures
of $1,440,146.00.° While closed captioning makes up a small fraction of outreach costs, it is
comparable to the amount spent for construction of a church in Kenya, one of Petitioner’s unique

mission projects.” Moreover, the programming itself generates no revenue, as it airs without

' Petitioner has made a good-faith effort to provide captioning for all programming aired since
January 1, 2006, to comply with the requirements under the newly-implemented Section
79 1(b)} 1{(iv) of the Commission’s rules.

? See Report at 3.
' See Report at 2-3.

* See Petitioner’s Web site, available at http://www cornerstonenashville.orp/section.aspx’page=prayer
(last visited January 31, 2006).




FLETCHER, HEALD & HILDRETH, P.L.C.

February 3, 2006
Page 3 of 6

advertising sponsorship, and all production costs are borne by Petitioner as a service to the

public.

Other factors that contribute to burden on Petitioner

Beyond the financial burden imposed on Petitioner, providing captioning also negatively
impacts the timing of Petitioner’s production process. Petitioner uses a captioning service
located in Baltimore, due to the unavailability of any such service in its community or region.
As a result, Petitioner must complete its editing well enough in advance of the fscheduled
broadcast to have time to ship it to the captioner, allow a period for transcription, dubbing to the
appropriate format and delivery of the program to the broadcaster. Not only does the additional
step in production increase the risk of delayed broadcast, it limits production flexibility and
heightens the possibility for damage to or loss of the programming material.
Additional Information

Petitioner is sensitive to the needs of its hearing-impaired viewers and, as a reasonable
alternative to closed-captioning, proposes to include a sign-language interpretation of its content
as an insertion at the bottom corner of each program. This could be accomplished in-house, at a

much lower cost and in less time than is currently demanded by closed captioning.
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Conclusion
As demonstrated above, providing closed captioning for InFocus creates an undue burden
for Petitioner, and therefore, the Commission should grant a waiver of the closed captioning
requirements under Section 79.1(f) of its rules. If more information is needed, please contact the

undersigned.

Respectfully Submitted,
Comerstone Church (Assemblies of God), Inc.

It Uoeddr,

Joseph M. DiScipio, Esq.
Sima N. Chowdhury, Esq.

Its Counsel

Date: February 3, 2006
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See attached.



Statement of Revenue & Expense - 2005 (Un-audited)

Income

Ganaral FUN. oo miss s i erece s em s scan e s rrvans e e e 0, 468,332,00
.....1,215,545.00
...483,277.00

Dagignated NCOME _....;oreves e cercsvssm s emens
Other INCOME e cesnnvmrisnsasscsnssnrom o s anenr e imension

Total INCOME .- - eecssrsann T searnseenann, 168,154.00
Draw on Construction Loan ........ceemmn S -3,418,1687.00

Revenue from All SOUTCES i s e $10,587,321,00

Operating Expenges

Administration ... Lessem st renemrens pm e srm sns o e D 103, 288,00

(Uniltjes, Offica Expenses Maimenance)

T R I« ¢ S 1. < X7

(Mfssmns!oweach All Deparlrnenls)

SEIVIRG wrvemeersssreressnnen S V1 b & £ 011

{All Wagas. insumncss, & Paymll Taxas)

Training .. oee.ceeees I e et et emsae e ...548,640.00

(Christlan chucatton Seminars. Youih chlldrens Church
Men's and Ladies’ Ministries, Keenagam)

Worship .. SOOI £ - < X111 - 13

{Music Mimsiry Specjal Servi'ces}

Intarest .. R USRI PPROR 14 T:.L>; X4 14

Total Operating Expenses SN Ty

Asset Expenaes

Bank Of AMBIEA wrvrimisieemsaree i rspsasi coecrirscsrter msmmsersos cresearms sereee- S22 T 58,00
Bullding & [MEFOYSMENES . c.ve it ceise e see st eniceins v ams e e 139,083,080
Construction N PrOGrESS. . c..ccveiesee e e veremcsmsnsscne e e mnre st e e 3 D 24,58 8.00
eienieeranranaren eeerone-8,202 .00
Furnfture & FIXRUNSE .._...oivveianmsinims i crsmn i scsecscme e sntmsrennse s rrnnnee 1 1y 78,00
Land [mproVEMBNES ... ..o niacs s reinn s soc st sns ot cnmsm sen snt s o 1 cemves seean 20 384,00

EQUipment .....cocevcmmrrvresinerns

Total Asset EXpenses....... . $4,008,143.00

Total Expenses .......... $9,773,880.92

Excess Revenue/EXPENSSs ... s errmean aernn e $813,430.08

LEITT 9eal/BE/1d

89£6038

HOMOHD 3NOLSHINHCD

2B 3ovd



PAGE 83

CORNERSTOME CHURCH

11:37. 8689368

yl/3d/ 28086

Liabilities & Net Assets (Un-audited)

Current Liabilities
Aceounts Payable.. w345 712,00
Accrusd Interest Payable SO PRSORIO Y A = ¢ X o0
Long Term Debf (N&t of Cument anon] ... 13,288,337.00
Total Gurrent LiabiifieS...cummmmcicmrmmaiscsrens $13,382,039.00
GCurrent Net Asszats
Cash & Cash EQUIVAIBTIS .....cirermrseivensee e $1,350,871.00
ACCOUNES ROCEIVADIE «....o....ovroeseeaseas et cvsrmo s sesmanesmrressemrmmecarasacsnemsooe o2 1 .00

Prepald EXpenses..........cce v . .....12,062.00
24,724 £88.00

Land & BUildmgs .......ceocoee e ccar e e sanmniserss s sroscs e tneraess
Equipment & FUMMIUIe .......;ov o e ertssss s ..--.514,941.00
Transportation EQUIDMENE ... mssssnons e 1 18,7 71.00
Less Allowance for DepreGiation ...« mnssssssoeeeno{3,611,064.00)

Tolal Current Asseds ..o e $23,411,482.00
Total Net Assets e 510,020,443.00
Giving Goal - 2006

Administrative {Ufilities, Office Expenses, Maintenance) ........§1,118,082.00
fReaching (Missions/Outreach All Depariments) ... .. roee.......1,440,746.00
Serving (Al Wages, Insurances, Payroll Taxes)....c..an 2,81 0,944.00
Training {Christian Education, Semingrs, Yoltth, Chiidren's Church,

Men's and Ladies’ Minlstries, Keanagers).... ... -..1,063,800.00
Worship (Music Ministry, Special Services) ... enen-£28,100.00
Interest/Debt FEdUCEDN .....ccrseiemeormemrsseesmesasascecrs rearsismsieees 1, 196,008.00

e o T Y S — e 37,547, 080.00

. $7,696,951.00

Total Giving Goa! for 2006 -

e e —— s b

Fareign Missions

Africa Missions .. .-382,851.03
Asla Litite Ones ....10,800.00
Columbian Chrldran s Mmlsiry ettt e e et v e rrres ns et ma e sm 1 e en e R e 1,000.00

John Bailey (New Guinea) ... .-240.00
Phillip Barber {Touadof..oen e e e 1G0.UG
David Barthalow (Kenya)........... b PR e 4 FR b ek rmem e S e et s 3,000.00
Dustin Barthalow (5. Asia) R conrnen 500,00
Danny Bass (Kenyas).... -..240.00
Greg Segga enya) ... 16,300.00

Dale & Janice Bmeggemann (Eaatern Europafﬁa!kans} -

Doneld & Jacquie Cartfadge (Chlle) 1,200.00
Harold Cofe {Philj ppmes) e - 180.00
Patrick Collins (Kenysy).... .300.00
Jay Coveri _... . 300.00
CYM Missions ‘Ihp 82 (Mexlco) 25,844.72
David R, Dohm (MARS} ... " w2 30.00
Rofand & Judy Dudiey (Western Europe) ...500.00

Michae! & Shaila F-'Itzgerald (loeland}

Ron Hansen (Kenya) ...

Kendra Harbar (Cambodia) - vemrrin savena s mmsats 240.00
Healthcare Ministies ........ .. . 180.00
Keith Hudman (East Africa) ... eusRE e rraea e e g e snee s ek e .240.00
Indla .. OO, 8 | 11 ¥ ¢
Keith & Chnst[ Jonas {M]ddle East!N Afnca} errsrsees tiamraeenssarenenne SOULOD
Kirk Jones (Panama) .. PP I K |4
Odell & Martha Jones (Weslem Europe) st e . -.500.00
Bill Kuert (Kenya) ........ . reeneven e BO000
Roger Kuykendail (Mrrca) ......... wesnsesnnn | 75,00
Nathan Lambarth (BoliZe] ......ocw i cssrmimnior e onimstas smessstssieemttnn e seases resmcamsorones ~70.00
Light forthe LOst .......omemeuvee. cessinmmssenssetsassasrar s smennenee] 00000
Maviica Lednlcky,..._.... — . Keevreron et aertE e smnaseas e b 100.00
Michael & Malanle Lutes {Mongnlla) . o~ -.480.00
Lioyd & Maria Marsh, Jr. (Bolivig) .. ceremeenn 18000
Steve McCarty {1 Salvadar) ... .5,640.00
Mike MeClafiin (Afca) ... e reacne ....1.200.00
Kevin McGes {Kenya) ........ e 240100
Ron MoMarius (EQUID) coeermmeesamisecrmsnenss -...5,000.00
J.0. Middlsbrook Kenwa) ............ - 80.00
Chuck Ness Kenya) .....c.eow . veverarenriens TORO0
Olve Branch ([ntemationat) S » W4 |1
Panama ., (P — 0 K
Jason Parnell (Bosnta) eas ek s b e st e s 240,00
Micheel & Renay Powsli (Mexicn} ....... wreenanea 18000
Ben Hobarson {(Asia) ... S 7800
Gary Pyatt (Jamalca) ] 940.00
Edgar & Janors Reed (Congo) ........ . 240.00

Kim A. Robinette (Central Asia) .........-.....
Helly & Cynthia Robinstie (Cambodia)

Byron & Dians Salmon (MAPS) .... 300.00
JONN SAYIB . e e rrisnsnen o s 70.00
Barnie & Brenda Smith {Togo) ... et dm et e eere s e e arn s bt a0t e Reren 240.00
Kennath M. & Terry Smith (Lalm America} ceen1,200.00
Abe Sohczak (Gambodlaj veeen 120,00
Speed the Light ., 77 B62.01
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reign Missions Gontinued

480,00
v 60000
---..400.00

e 120.00

Leonard & Diane Stitt. . -
Ramon & Wanda Tallay (Ecuador}
Dave Thompson {Kenya) i

Ray Trask {Thauland)

Thomas Trask... .A8G.00
Tsunaml Vlcﬂms — 5 000,00
Mark & Anlla Van Gorp ( MMfEurasm) .--240,00
Stewart Vanarsdale (Global Unive:rslty) ................. 300.00
Terry & Deborah Waisner {Thalland) ... eveieninnn sweseesvenne 1,200,00
Thomas & Phyllis Wheeler {Indonasia).... i 20.00

e 200.00

Wayne & Maris Wilson (Mex!co) .

James Wright (Northem Asla) ... ..300.00
Enk Yerger {Fhilippines}... Lanted habe e 28 e b s e am g eebas rska ny an verreennee 120,00
Total Foreign Missions Expense — .$567 5768.41
Homa Missions

James Becker (Olu Alpha) eemrs s emrar s ne e s amtem e var s4n bt emmme mersamcmeeematnet sanen eannsru sons § @0 OO
Benevolence........vemene. SESUPTVRPRUPOPRIOR < | & i1 >
BGMG ... e emresmcre e e o cessee st ecsrmsomseerenreny £ 1985
Kendall Brldges (Maps) st en e e e neee8,000.00
Calvary Fallowship (Johnson Crly) ...... teerennene 1,000.00
Centrs! Bible couega . wererrnrsmimnisnnenerne300.00
Christmas Offering ... S vrramienimreimsn 21, 177.93
Convoy of Hope.... —_— e 120000
Cornerstong Worshlp Genter S —— servrsssnmene o BB 7LD
CYM Missions Trip #1 (Pav.rcatuk C‘I‘) e emne enea o3, 309,69
Christopher Davis (Chi Alpha) 4 ppes s b ens b s e weeene 40000
Shawn Galvin (Chl Alpha) e eabrsues v e ana et s e vetemereren B 00
Alton Gamison... e researann -..5,000.00
(100 =157 1t TR .5,000.00
Global Network (Or‘lam:ln Fl.}.. 13,000.00
David Grant {Evasia) ...._.. . ..158,000.00
J.D. Hightshoe (Hallfx Worship Centeﬂ........ 250,00
Homeless Minisiry .. reiee 18,604.90
Husricans Katring ..eee. - 31,248.32
HUToane Rt oo coscesneenivmns e 5,000.00
LA Inner City Church ...... - verearone e 0000
Medla Outreach . s - 120 156.91
Men's Ministry Oulmach ...97.13
MisSIon of Mercy . cen e ieninnnacs .....724.39
Nashville Teen Chaltenge.........-...... -...110.00

Todd Nelson (Frankiin, TN) ............ Y
50,00

New Life Corpomtion....

Noysthridge Church . s 16,467.96
PrSON MINEBHY 1.1 veemecrcorimioc veasnsmsme s casas s st brener braseeaoe — N
Southwestern Assambllas of God Universrty SO A12.90
Spring Hilt Church... R oo LR e et e R b1 1R e RS emmE e e e e st r ..£5,300.00
Sumner Life o -.-8,464.00
Tape MIMstry. ..o recrerenscorienenrane -.5,558.649
Thanksgiving Offer}ng <onnee 10,000.00
TN Distict A/G .. -.238,726.83

veereen- $80.00

David A. Tucker (Ghi Alpha) .
TV Ministry ... - vereeen. 166,655.92
Total Home Mias:on Expense ............................... I b4 TR ar arerae e .....5732,505.51

Total Missions Expense

Total MisSions EXPONSE ....cec.ccccernc e iesvsse s $1,300,183.92
2005 Kingdom Victories at Cornerstone
Satvations........ B89
Rededications ...... 369
Watar Baptisms 245
Holy Sphit Baptisms 2339
2005 Kingdom Victories from
Africa Missions
Teams/Trips 10 Affica ... 2
Ghurchas Physically Buitt 37
Churches Financially Built 17 roofs
Plots of Land Purchased . 20 plots
Safvations weover 500




FLETCHER, HEALD & HILDRETH,

February 3, 2006
Page 6 of 6

P.L.C.

EXHIBIT B

See attached



AFFIDAVIT

I, Dana Lawson, am Chief Financial Officer of Cornerstone Church, and I have reviewed
the attached Petition for Exemption for Closed Captioning Requirements on the basis of
Undue Burden, filed on behalf of Cornerstone Ch . n information and belief, }
find the statements regarding our organization an ogs §to be true and accurate and 1

affirm that the pctition complies with the require $ brth in Sectiom 79.1(f) of the
Commission’s rules.

Dana W, Lawson, CFO

1-31-94

Date

p2/a3/2eps  B9:45 BEP9368 CORMNERSTONE CHURCH PAGE 11



